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 part X. The British Commonwealth
 
Canada;
Dominion
Executive
and
Legislature.
The Pro-
vinces,
 nor on certain constitutional matters is there an appeal from the
High Court of Australia to the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, except by leave of the High Court itself.
Executive power in the Dominion of Canada is vested in the
Governor-General as the Queen's representative, advised by a Privy
Council In Canada, as in all the older Dominions, responsible
government rests almost wholly upon convention. The Governor-
General acts on the advice of those members of the Privy Council
who form the Cabinet and enjoy the confidence of the House of
Commons, The Canadian constitution reconciles federalism with
cabinet government. It is the practice to divide cabinet posts
amongst representatives of the different Provinces. Legislative
power is vested in the Governor-General, a Senate of members
nominated for life by the Governor-General (on the advice of the
Cabinet), and an elected House of Commons. In the Senate there
are twenty-four members for each of four territorial divisions,
Ontario, Quebec, the Maritime Provinces and Prince Edward Island,
and the Western Provinces. There is no provision for avoiding a
deadlock between the two chambers, except that the Governor-
General may add to the Senate four or eight members representing
equally the above four territorial divisions. Such provision should
be contrasted with the royal prerogative to create an unlimited
number of new peers in the United Kingdom.1 The House of
Commons is composed of members elected for each Province in
accordance with its population, the number of seats (255 in 1946)
being based on a formula which secures the same proportion of
members to population in each Province. Representation is adjusted
after each decennial census. Redistribution of seats in the House of
Commons is effected by Bill after each census and is governed by
fixed rules to secure equality of representation on the basis of the
total population.
The ten Provinces all enjoy responsible government* Executive
power is vested in a Lieutenant-Governor, who is appointed by the
Governor-General of Canada on the advice of the Dominion
Government and is dismissible by the Governor-General, and an
Executive Council The Lieutenant-Governor represents the Crown,
and exercises prerogative powers in relation to the Province;
Liquidators of Maritime Bank of Canada v. Receiver»General of New
Brunswick, [1892] A,C. 437; J. & Y, 194. Provincial legislatures
have the power of constitutional amendment, save that such amend-
ment must not affect the office of Lieutenant-Governor* The
Governor-General of the Dominion has the right to disallow pro-
vincial legislation, acting on the advice of the Dominion Govern-
ment. The main reason for disallowance is that a Province has
1 P, 77, ante.

